2011 Rookie Tournament Game Highlights
Game #1: Cubs knock off Diamondbacks 11-3 in a hard fought first round game.  The D-backs came out with 2 in the top of the 1st only to have the Cubs answer with 5 in the bottom of the inning.  No one scores in the 2nd and the D-backs got 1 in the top of the 3rd.  The Cubs answered with 5 more in their half of the 3rd and then let the defense take over, holding the D-Backs scoreless the last 3 innings.  Moulder, James, Rumsey, Smith, and Johnson anchored the infield, while Parker, Strumm, Joiner, Miller, Hauser, and Lawrence all played well getting to balls in the outfield.  Smith, Moulder, and Rumsey led the hitting attack all going 3-3, while Carter Craig and Tanner Cowart go 3-3 for the D-backs in the loss.  Good luck in the next round D-backs and bring on the Giants!!!!!! 

Game #2: The Nationals came out playoff ready with their bats and gloves, posting a 9-1 lead after 2 1/2 innings.  The sleeping Giants were awakened when Dakota Yates hit his 2nd homerun of the year leading off the bottom of the 3rd inning.  The Giants would tack on two more runs closing the gap to five with three innings left to play.  The Giant defense stiffened in the 4th and the Nationals went down in order.  The Giants offense, fueled by the top of the order, put five more runs on the board tying the game at nine in the 4th.  Once again, the Giants defense remained focused by shutting out the Nationals in the top of the 5th.  That set the stage for the middle of the Giants batting order to score runs and take the game.  Evan Elgan, Jonathon Linson, Jacob Malicoat, and Lucas George all singled followed by Alas Connell knocking in the 4th and 5th runs inning.  The Giants blanked the Nationals in the 6th and advance to the next round by winning 14-9.  The Giants must now face their rival and #1 seeded Cubs, which is expected to be an extremely tense game.  Lucas George was given the game ball for his go ahead run scoring hit and his hard work during the entire season.  Go Giants!!

Game #3: Will “The Thrill” Keeling and Cam VanDerGoore tallied 3 hits apiece, leading the Tigers to a first-round playoff win over a determined White Sox crew by the count of 11 – 7.  The White Sox jumped out to a quick 3-0 lead in the top of the first, but the Tigers responded by plating 3 of their own in the bottom of the frame.  After posting a go ahead run in the top of the 2nd, the bottom of the Tiger batting order chipped in big with key hits from Ethan Dolder, Zach Ingalls, Dale Sailors and Dylan Whitlock, leading to 3 Tiger tallies.  Going into the bottom of the 5th, the Tigers found themselves clinging to an 8 – 7 lead, but got the insurance runs they needed with 3 more runs, which pushed the lead out to 11 – 7.  The Pale Hose were unable to conjure any magic in the top of the 6th, and the Tigers were on their way to round two.  The White Sox were led by Michael Carter (3 hits), Skylar Marlowe (2 hits) and Riley Bennett.  Owen West received the Game Ball for the Tigers, due in large part to a SPECTACULAR catch on a line drive to short, which led to a rally-killing double play.  Great game by both teams!

Game #4: The Red Sox got their tournament started with a bang by beating the Yankees 11-6. The game got started with a number of Yankees getting hits in the top of the first loading the bases, but were unable to get anyone across the plate.  The bottom of the first saw the Red Sox come out hitting well, scoring four.  The top of the first was highlighted by a three run HR by Nick Chinn (not out of the park, but did roll to the fence) and a solo HR by Gavin Lengacher (another big hit to the deep outfield).  The bottom of the lineup for the Yankees came up big putting five on the board in the top of the second.  Ben Yetter, Dylan Ping and Colton Roberts had nice hits for the Yankees.  Not to be outdone, the Red Sox put five of their own up in the bottom of the third.  Tommy Goodwin got things started with an in the park HR followed up by a two run HR (again to the fence) by Nick Chinn.  Then Gavin Lenagcher followed that up with another HR of his own to the deep outfield.  Mason Sermersheim finished the scoring on a nice hit by Kennedy Gordon.  Then the defense took over for the Red Sox allowing only one more run to the Yankees over the next four innings.  The Yankees also stepped up their defense only giving up one run in each of the next two innings to the Red Sox. Colton Roberts lead the defensive effort by the Yankees with a number of nice plays. One of the Red Sox runs was a deep shot to the fence by Mason Loviscek resulting in a HR.  A great game highlighted by HUGE hits and good defense.  Nice job by both teams.
Game #5: The Nationals defeated the Diamondbacks 13-10 to advance to the next round of the loser’s bracket.  The Diamondbacks started the game off with 2 triples in the top of the 1st inning, but the Nationals were able to limit them to just 1 run.  The Nationals came out with hot bats in the bottom of the 1st inning with the top 6 batters safely reaching base.  Highlights of that inning included 3 total doubles from Sam Goodin (2-3, 2 runs scored), Nick Smith (2-3, 2 runs scored), and Nolan Canada (3-3, 1 run scored).  Also getting hits in the 4-run 1st inning were Carson Rockwell (2-3, 2 runs scored), Keagan Williams (3-3, 2 runs scored), and Cooper Rockwell (3-3, 3 runs scored).  The Diamondbacks then put 4 runs on the board in the top of the 2nd inning with the bottom of their lineup doing most of their damage.  After going 3 up, 3 down in the 2nd inning, the Nationals trailed 5-4.  The Diamondbacks extended their lead to 7-4 after the top of the 3rd inning with more solid hitting from the middle of their lineup.  The Nationals started the bottom of the 3rd inning with the top of their order and scored 5 runs with some big hits and good base running.  Justus Mendenhall (2-3) had a nice RBI to finish off the inning.  That took the score to 9-7 going into the 4th inning.  The Diamondbacks scored 1 run in their half of the inning to close the gap to 9-8.  The bottom of the 4th inning was a big inning for the Nationals, getting timely hits from Nolan Hughes (2-3, 1 run scored) and Gabe Plummer (1-3, 1 run scored) resulting in 2 runs to extend the lead to 11-8.  The Diamondbacks then struggled in the top of the 5th inning with the 4, 5, and 6 batters being retired in order.  The Nationals scored 2 more runs in the bottom of the 5th inning to take a 13-8 lead into the final inning.  The Diamondbacks were held to just 2 runs in the top of the 6th inning to come up short.  The Diamondbacks played tough and they had a balanced attack with 8 of the 11 players scoring at least 1 run.  The Nationals are happy to still be alive and see another game, awaiting the loser of a great matchup between the Red Sox and Tigers.  

Game #6: The White Sox and the Yankees faced off in game six and what a game it was!!  The Yankees started the first inning out with a huge hit from Jimmy Holloway that scored a couple of runs but the Sox would answer back with three of there own off a triple from Skyler Marlowe.  The Sox would hold the Yankees scoreless in the second and add two more to the board.  In the third inning the Yankees came to life and scored five runs.  Once again Jimmy Holloway had a great shot to straight away center hitting the fence with more roll to go. Going into the sixth inning the White Sox were down by three with two people on when Riley Bennett hit a screamer up center for another Bennett home run tieing the game up 12-12.  In the extra inning the Sox held the Yankees scoreless with a great pop up catch from the catcher Saxon Marlowe ending the inning and giving the White Sox one more chance to advance in the tournament.  Saxon was not done just yet, with two outs and one person one in the 7th inning Saxon hit a great shot up center to drive in the winning run!!  Both teams played a great game and should be very proud of themselves!! It was a fun and exciting game for the fans as well as the coaches to watch. Thank you to all involved in the game for being great sports and very respectful.  My hat goes off to the entire Yankees group.

Game #7: The "Evil" Cubs get over a "GIANT" obstacle to advance with a 15-8 victory.  The Giants came out with 2 quick ones in the first.  There rally was stopped by Jaden Lawrence in left making a great running catch for the 3rd out and strand 2 runners.  The Cubs answered with a 5 run inning, which is more than they had scored in either of their previous meetings, both Giant wins.  Both teams go scoreless in the 2nd.  Giants get 3 in the 3rd to tie, only to have the Cubs surge ahead with 4 in the bottom of the 3rd.  The 4th was a repeat of the 3rd.  The Giants got 3 to cut the lead to 1 and the Cubs answered with 4 more to push the lead to 5 going into the 5th.  The Cubs defense hold the Giants scoreless the last 2 innings to preserve the win.  Jackson Miller, Daulton James and Logan Smith all go 3-3.  James scores 3 times, Smith scores twice while collecting 5 RBIs.  Sawyer Johnson goes 4-4, Payton Moulder 3-4, 3 runs scored, and BIG Zach Parker getting his first multi hit game going 2-3.  It was a total TEAM effort with everyone contributing one way or another.  A special shout out for Ethan Depinet of the Giants going 4-4 and Liam West making a nice catch at catcher on a pop foul. 

Game #8: Red Sox advance beating Tigers 13-8. This wasn't the best played defensive game we've ever played, but a pretty good game. The Tigers got off to a good start putting 2 on the board in the top of the first with Cam VanDerGore and Even West scoring. The Red Sox had 3 cross the plate in their half of the first. Jake Harris, Tommy Goodwin and Mason Loviscek all scored as the Red Sox send eight to the plate in the first. The Red Sox managed to hold the Tigers to only 1 run in the next two innings. The bottom of the second saw the Red Sox max out with 5 runs. Big hits to deep outfield by Nick Chinn and Mason Loviscek doing the damage. The Tigers got back in the scoring column in their half of the fourth by putting 3 on the board with key hits by the middle of the line-up. Will Keeling, Matthew Dearborn and Zach Ingalls all made it to home plate in the top of the fourth. After the Red Sox were unable to score in the third and fourth thanks to good defense by the Tigers, the Red Sox came out in the bottom of the fifth and put 5 more runs on the board. Mason Loviscek (3-3, scored 3), Gavin Lengacher (3-3, scored 1), Mason Sermersheim (3-3, scored 1), Nick Chinn (3-3, scored 1, 4 RBI) led the attack while Cody Chappell and Jack Lengerich also came up big to put pressure on the Tigers to score in the top of the sixth. With the Tigers unable to score in the top of the sixth, the Red Sox take down a game Tigers team to advance. Nice effort by both teams.

Game #9: The Tigers dash the post-season hopes of the Nationals and move on in the tournament by a count of 7-2.  A 5-run 3rd inning extended a 2-0 Tiger lead to a 7-0 Tiger lead, and they never looked back.  Blane Bradford led the Tigers offensively with 3 solid pokes, and received support from Owen West (2 hits), Will Keeling (2 hits) and Josh Nail (2 hits).  The Nationals were paced by strong outings from Nick “Smitty” Smith, Keagan Williams, Nolan Canada and Nolan Hughes.  Solid game by both squads…

Game #10: The White Sox pulled off another victory and moved one more step up the bracket by defeating the Giants 13-7.  The game was won by the great defense of the entire Sox team.   The Sox would take the lead early and would never let it go with strong hitting from the bottom of the line-up.  Zach Eastman, Kaiden Wilson, Saxon Marlowe and many more would contribute with the bats to give the Sox another day in the tournament.  Great Job to each and every White Sox player for stepping up when it was needed the most.

Game #11: Cubs advance to the championship game with a 9-8 come from behind win over the Red Sox.  The game started out with the Red Sox getting 2 in the top of the first and the Cubs answering with 1.  The Red Sox were held scoreless in the 2nd and the Cubs got 1 to tie the game up after 2.  In the 3rd, the Red Sox sent 9 batters to the plate and maxed out with a five run inning to take a commanding 7-2 lead.  The Cubs answered with 1 in the bottom of the inning to make it a 4 run lead for the Red Sox.  In the 4th, the Red Sox put 1 on the board and held the Cubs scoreless to get their 5 run lead back 8-3.  With their heads hung low, the Cubs took the field for defense.  That was when Jacob Rumsey made an excellent diving snag of a lead off line drive at short to fire up the Cubs and their fans.  The defense retired the next 2 and got what they needed, a 1,2,3, inning.  For the Cubs, they had their bottom 3 hitters coming to bat.  Jacob Hauser singles, Daniel Strumm hits into a fielders choice, Zach Parker singles and now we're back to the top of the order.  Sawyer Johnson singles scoring Strumm, Payton Moulder singles to load the bases and Daulton James comes through in the clutch with a bases clearing double.  Jacob Rumsey follows with a double of his own scoring James and the Cubs max out with a 5 run inning of their own and have somehow tied this game at 8.  The defense comes through again with another 1,2,3 inning setting the stage for the bottom of the 6th.  Logan Smith leads off and gets to first on a Red Sox miscue. Jaden Lawrence follows with a single sending Smith to 3rd. Then Jackson Miller comes up with an infield, close play at the plate, single where Smith scores and the Cubs win and advance to the championship.  Isaac Joiner had a hit in the 2nd inning making it the 2nd time this season where every Cubs player had at least 1 hit in a game .  Moulder, James, and Lawrence all go 3-3 and Hauser went 2-2.  The Red Sox were lead by Nick Chinn and Mason Loviscek both going 3-3 with 2 runs scored each. Yet another exciting game between these 2 teams.  It was fun to be a part of and we want to thank the Red Sox for 3 exciting games this year that were decided by a total of 5 runs and could have gone either way.
Game #12: Red Sox advance to championship round with 9-8 win over White Sox. This was a good game between two competitive teams for the chance to face the Cubs in the championship. Both teams scored each time they came to bat as this one went down to the wire. The White Sox got the game started by scoring in the top of the first to take an early 1-0 lead. The Red Sox responded with 3 runs in the bottom of the first by sending a total of 8 players to the plate. Tommy Goodwin and Mason Loviscek scored on a double by Nick Chinn. Nick Chinn later scored on a single by Kennedy Gordon. The White Sox get another run in their half of the second when Skylar Marlowe crossed the plate. Jake Harris was the only Red Sox player to score in the bottom of the second inning, giving the Red Sox a 4-2 lead. The White Sox stopped a potential run at the plate on a nice play by Saxon Marlowe. The top of the third sees the White Sox put two more on the board with Jackson Rude and Riley Bennett scoring. The Red Sox were able to put 3 on the board in the bottom of the third as Nick Chinn, Gavin Lengacher and Jack Lengerich touched the dish. As the game drew to an end the White Sox defense toughened up as the Red Sox were only able to score one run in each of their last two at bats. As their defense got better, the White Sox rallied in the top of the fifth by putting 3 on the board to tie the game. One run in the bottom of the fifth by the Red Sox was the difference as the White Sox were unable to score in the top of the 6th because of some nice defense by Gavin Lengacher, Jake Harris and Tommy Goodwin (newly inserted at 3rd base). The White Sox were led by Jackson Rude (3-3, scored 3), Riley Bennett (2-3, scored 2), Skylar Marlowe (2-3, scored 1) and Saxon Marlowe (3-3). The Red Sox were led by Jake Harris (2-4, scored 2), Tommy Goodwin (3-3, scored 1), Nick Chinn (2-3, scored 2, 3 RBI) and Jack Lengerich (2-3, scored 2). As stated before, this was a good game by two competitive teams that came right down to the end. Both teams had nice defensive plays, nice hits and a few errors that equaled out as the game went on. Overall, a great game to decide who moves on to the championship round. Congratulations to the White Sox on advancing so far in the tournament as the 6th seed. Next up, a rematch of the 1918 World Series...Red Sox vs. Cubs for prize.

Game #13: Red Sox advance to championship round with 9-8 win over White Sox. This was a good game between two competitive teams for the chance to face the Cubs in the championship. Both teams scored each time they came to bat as this one went down to the wire. The White Sox got the game started by scoring in the top of the first to take an early 1-0 lead. The Red Sox responded with 3 runs in the bottom of the first by sending a total of 8 players to the plate. Tommy Goodwin and Mason Loviscek scored on a double by Nick Chinn. Nick Chinn later scored on a single by Kennedy Gordon. The White Sox get another run in their half of the second when Skylar Marlowe crossed the plate. Jake Harris was the only Red Sox player to score in the bottom of the second inning, giving the Red Sox a 4-2 lead. The White Sox stopped a potential run at the plate on a nice play by Saxon Marlowe. The top of the third sees the White Sox put two more on the board with Jackson Rude and Riley Bennett scoring. The Red Sox were able to put 3 on the board in the bottom of the third as Nick Chinn, Gavin Lengacher and Jack Lengerich touched the dish. As the game drew to an end the White Sox defense toughened up as the Red Sox were only able to score one run in each of their last two at bats. As their defense got better, the White Sox rallied in the top of the fifth by putting 3 on the board to tie the game. One run in the bottom of the fifth by the Red Sox was the difference as the White Sox were unable to score in the top of the 6th because of some nice defense by Gavin Lengacher, Jake Harris and Tommy Goodwin (newly inserted at 3rd base). The White Sox were led by Jackson Rude (3-3, scored 3), Riley Bennett (2-3, scored 2), Skylar Marlowe (2-3, scored 1) and Saxon Marlowe (3-3). The Red Sox were led by Jake Harris (2-4, scored 2), Tommy Goodwin (3-3, scored 1), Nick Chinn (2-3, scored 2, 3 RBI) and Jack Lengerich (2-3, scored 2). As stated before, this was a good game by two competitive teams that came right down to the end. Both teams had nice defensive plays, nice hits and a few errors that equaled out as the game went on. Overall, a great game to decide who moves on to the championship round. Congratulations to the White Sox on advancing so far in the tournament as the 6th seed. Next up, a rematch of the 1918 World Series...Red Sox vs. Cubs for prize. 
Game #14: Red Sox win nail-biter 12-9 in a game that needed an extra inning to complete. Given the past history with these two teams (Cubs win three games by a total of five runs), everyone knew this game would come down to each team's last at bats. The Red Sox came out of the gate on fire putting 4 runs on the board in the top of the first. Tommy Goodwin, Mason Loviscek, Nick Chinn and Gavin Lengacher all came through with nice hits and scored. In the Cubs' half of the first, the Red Sox came up with a big double-play with a nice catch at second by Gavin Lengacher who fired it to Nick Chinn to end the inning. The top of the second saw the Red Sox put 4 more runs on the board with the top of the order coming up with nice hits once again. The Cubs were unable to score in the second and third and held the Red Sox scoreless in the third and fourth. The Cubs found their mojo in the bottom of the fourth and put 5 big runs on the board. Sawyer Johnson, Payton Moulder, Jake Rumsey, Logan Smith and Jaden Lawrence all came up with nice hits and scored to make the game close again. The fifth inning was pretty quiet for both teams as the only run was Mason Loviscek crossing the dish for the Red Sox. Unable to score in the top of the sixth, the Red Sox took a 9-5 lead going into the Cubs final at bat. Sawyer Johnson got things started for the Cubs, followed by Payton Moulder and Jake Rumsey. Then Logan Smith hits a big double to make the score 9-8 with only one out. Jaden Lawrence gets a nice hit to drive in Logan Smith to tie the game. The inning finally ended with Jaden stranded at third. The Red Sox start off the seventh inning with an out. Then Mason Loviscek gets a single to get things going. Nick Chinn then hits a rocket to deep left center that scored Mason all the way from first. Nick then is driven in by a nice hit by Gavin Lengacher. Finally, Gavin is able to score on a nice hit by Jack Lengerich. The Red Sox send 8 batters to the plate in the top of the seventh and score 3 runs. The Cubs go down 1-2-3 in the bottom of the inning giving the Red Sox a 12-9 win. This was a well played game by both teams and like the other games between the Red Sox and Cubs, was very close. Now it comes down to one game for the championship on Saturday morning.
