2011 Rookie Regular Season Game Highlights

White Sox 17 vs. Diamondbacks 16 (6/4): The White Sox put together some great offense to pull out there second victory in a row by defeating the D-Backs. The Sox pulled out to an early lead but the D-Backs would battle right back.  Going into the sixth inning the Sox had a three run lead, the D-Backs would end up batting through there order pulling ahead to a three run lead going into the bottom of the sixth.  Michael Carter, Skyler Marlowe would score taking it down to a one run lead, Jace Mohr would step up to the plate and hit a nice shot getting him to second base.  With two outs Zach Cravens was up next,  He would end up getting two strikes on him early,  with all the pressure of the game on his shoulders he pushed it all aside and had a beautiful hit scoring Jace Mohr from second to tie the game.  A play would then be made on Zach and he would not have it,  He turned on the jets from second and took the game into his own hands running at full speed and scoring winning run!!!! Great Job Zach Cravens!  Also hitting the ball very well for the Sox where Zach Eastman, Kaiden Wilson and Joe Spahn. Both teams had a great offensive game and should be proud of how they hit the ball. GREAT GAME!!!!
Nationals 8 vs. Tigers 7 (6/4): The Nationals finish up the regular season with a victory over a tough Tigers team 8-7.  The Nationals took the early lead 2-1 after the 1st inning.  The Tigers had a great 3rd inning putting 4 more runs up on the board to take a 6-2 lead and then shut down the top 3 batters for the Nationals in the bottom half of the inning.  The Nationals then had a nice 4th inning shutting the Tigers down offensively and then scoring 3 runs to narrow the deficit down to 6-5 with a rally put together by the middle of the lineup including Keagan Williams (3-3, 1 run scored), Nolan Canada (1-2, 1 run scored), Dalton Mendenhall (1-2, 1 run scored), and Nolan Hughes (1-3).  The top of the order for the Nationals finally did some damage in the bottom of the 5th inning getting 3 more runs to take an 8-6 lead into the 6th inning.  Big hits came from Carson Rockwell (1-3, 1 run scored), Cooper Rockwell (2-3, 2 runs scored), Nick Smith (2-3, 2 runs scored), and Keagan Williams.  The Tigers could only manage 1 more run in the top of the 6th inning and came up short.  The Tigers offense was led by Cam VanDerGoore, Owen West, and Josh Nails getting 2 hits each.  Both teams played great and look like they are ready for the tournament.
Cubs 3 vs. Giants 5 (6/4): The struggling Giants faced off against the red hot and very talented Cubs, winners of 10 in a row, on Saturday.  The Giants, the only team to beat the Cubs this year, had nothing to play for just like the Cubs but it was obvious that both teams were there to be aggressive, play hard and win.  Nothing but stellar defense from the Gaints, and yes, the Cubs, through 4 innings producing a score of 1-1.  The Giants, in the bottom of the 5th, were able to break through when a key hit by Aylas Connell drove in Dakota Yates taking the lead 2-1.  Ethan Depinet singled and reached base which set the stage for big Alex “Homer” Ayers.  Facing a 2-2 pitch Ayers drove the ball deep into right field clearing  the bases with his league leading ( I think) 9th homerun of the year.  The Cubs made it interesting by scoring a couple in the 6th, but leaving the bases loaded on a sharp shot down the 3rd base line.  Yates made the snag on the ball and ended the Cubs rally, giving the Giants victory number two against the evil and well hated Cubs, now 12-2!  I have to say, not like me Craig, that both teams played extremely well and hats off to the Cubs!  Go Giants!
Cubs 7 vs. Nationals 0 (6/3): Cubs extend win streak to 10 with a 7-0 shutout win over the Nationals.  The Cubs got 2 in the 1st with a Logan Smith 2 out, 2 run single.  Added 3 more in the 3rd and 2 more in the 5th on yet again a Smith 2 out 2 run single.  Sawyer Johnson at pitcher's helper, Logan at 3rd and Daulton James at 2nd all made good plays defensively whenever the Nationals threatened. The Nationals were led by Keagen Williams and Justus Mendenhall both going 2-2. 

Red Sox 8 vs. Giants 5 (6/2): Red Sox get a nice victory against the Giants 8-5. The Red Sox and Giants played a good game that saw good defense and few strikeouts. The Giants got on the board in the top of the first with Ethan Depinet scoring on a nice hit by Alex Ayers. However, the highlight of the first was Red Sox outfielder Jathan Maners getting the relay to Gavin Lengacher who gunned down Ayers at the plate from deep second base, preventing an in-the-park home run. The Red Sox tied it in their half of the first with a run by Mason Sermersheim on a shot by Nick Chinn. The Giants put another run on the board in the top of the second with Nick Joiner scoring on a nice hit by Evan Elgan. But again, the Red Sox end the threat with a great defensive play. A Mason Loviscek to Gavin Lengacher double-play was the defensive play of the night. After not scoring in the second, the Red Sox light up the scoreboard with 4 runs (Jake Harris, Mason Sermersheim, Mason Loviscek, and Nick Chinn all crossed the plate). Both the Giants and Red Sox were only able to manage a couple of runs each in the last couple of innings. Standouts for the Giants were Dakota Yates (2-3, scored 2), Ethan Depinet (2-3, scored 1) and Alyas Connell (2-3, scored 1). All of the Red Sox hit the ball well posting only 1 strikeout for the entire game. This was a great 7-8 year old baseball game with minimal errors, nice hits, and a couple of great defensive plays.
Nationals 12 vs. Yankees 10 (6/1): The Nationals came out with hot bats in the top of the 1st inning with the top 4 batters getting hits and scoring runs.  Sam Goodin (3-3, 2 runs scored), Cooper Rockwell (1-3, 1 run scored), Carson Rockwell (3-4, 3 runs scored), Nick Smith (3-4, 2 runs scored), Keagan Williams (1-3, 1 run scored), and Nolan Canada (2-3) led the 1st inning attack.  For the first time all season the Nationals also came out and played great defense in the 1st inning recording a 3 up, 3 down frame.  The Yankees charged back getting 2 runs in the 2nd inning and then scoring 5 runs in the 3rd inning to take a 7-6 lead.  With the game tied at 9-9 going into the 6th inning, the Nationals had a 3-run rally with Ethan Carmean (2-3, 1 run scored) starting things off with an infield single.  Other key hits in the 6th inning came from Sam Goodin, Carson Rockwell, and Nick Smith.  The Yankees had the heart of their order coming up in the bottom of the 6th inning and the Nationals were able to hold them to just 1 run.  Keagan Williams made 2 great plays at 2nd base, including a courageous effort to record the first out by staying in front of a rocket hit by Jimmy Hollaway and then getting the throw to 1st base in time.  The Yankees were led offensively by Ben Yetter (3-3), JC Anderson (2-2, 2 runs scored), Wyatt DeAtley (2-2, 2 runs scored), Brayden Durbin (2-3, 2 runs scored), Jake Bennett (2-3), Dominic Pugliese (2-3, 1 run scored), and Colton Roberts (1-2, 1 run scored).  Both teams did a great job of putting the ball into play with both teams having just 6 combined strike outs.  Great game to be a part of and there was nothing but good sportsmanship from both teams.
Cubs 9 vs. Tigers 6 (6/1): CUBS WIN!  CUBS WIN!!  The Cubs sweep the Tigers with a 9-6 victory, there 9th consecutive, and clinch their second divion title in a row.  The Cubs jumped out to an early lead getting 2 in the 1st and added 4 more in the 2nd to take a 6-0.  The Tigers got on the board getting 3 in the top of the 4th and 2 more in the top of the 5th to cut the lead to 1, before the Cubs answered with 3 more in their half of the 5th.  Leading the Cub's offense was Logan Smith and Jacob Rumsey both going 4-4.  The defense was just good enough to hold off the determined Tigers, who were led by Owen West and Cam VanDerGoore both going 3-3. Peyton Moulder played an excellent game at 1st for the Cubs and Cam made several great plays at pitcher's helper for the Tigers. 

Red Sox 14 vs. Diamondbacks 7 (5/31): Red Sox take down the Diamondbacks 14-7. The Red Sox came out fast scoring 3 in the top of the first, getting started with a nice shot by Jacob Harris. Mason Sermersheim and Mason Loviscek also scored to give the Red Sox an early 3-0 lead. A few nice plays at short by Nick Chinn kept the D-backs from scoring in their half of the first. While the Red Sox couldn't score in the top of the second, the D-backs put 2 on the board with Alex Covey and Tanner Cowart scoring. The Red Sox bats warmed back up in the top of the third scoring 3 more runs. Mason Loviscek, Nick Chinn and Gavin Lengacher crossed the dish. Nice base running by Kennedy Gordon was a key to the Red Sox scoring in the top of the third. The Red Sox blanked the D-backs again in the 3rd, while the Red Sox put 3 more up. Mason Sermersheim (3-4, scored 3) and Mason Loviscek (4-4, scored 3) led the charge. Garrett Osborne and Alex Covey scored for the D-backs in the bottom of the 4th making the score 9-4. The Red Sox came out and put 4 on the board in the top of the 5th. Maaylee Wasson and Jack Lengerich got things started, while Jacob Harris, Mason Sermersheim and Mason Loviscek cleared the bases with great hits. The bottom of the 5th saw the D-backs score three with Carter Craig, Tanner Cowart and Garrett Osborne all crossing the plate. Tommy Goodwin scored for the Red Sox in the top of the 6th to give the Red Sox a comfortable 14-7 lead. Nice game on a warm and windy night by all. 

White Sox 8 vs. Giants 7 (5/31): Well once again the White Sox came to life at sundown and beat the Giants.  The Sox had great defensive efforts from Michael Carter,Riley Bennett,Saxon and Skyler Marlowe and Jackson Rude.  The sox defense kept the game close all the way and the bats where fired up also.  Great hits from Zach Eastman, Zach Cravens and Joe Spahn put the sox in the position in the sixth to take another victory.  With Riley Bennet on Second and Michael Carter on first with no outs Skyler Marlowe hit a shot into left center driving in the winning run!!  We are so proud of each and every player on the White Sox as they have come a long way from the beginning of the season.  Leading the way for the Giants where Ethan Depinet with great hitting and tough defense and strong hitting from Dakota Yates and Alex Ayers.  Both teams played a great and smart game!!! Another fun night game put on by the White Sox and Giants!
Tigers 10 vs. White Sox 5 (5/24): It was back – to – basic night for the Tigers, hanging their hat on mistake-free defense, contact hitting and aggressive baserunning to pace themselves to a 10-5 victory over the White Sox.  The White Sox sprung out to a 1-nil lead in the top of the second, but the Tigers offense sprung to life, plating 5 in the bottom half of the frame.  The Sox managed 2 more in the bottom of the 3rd to cut the deficit to 5-3, but the Tigers chalked up another 5 spot to put the game essentially out of reach.  The Tigers enjoyed big outings from Josh Nail, Evan and Owen West, Ethan Dolder and Dale Sailors, while the Pale Hose were led by Skylar Marlowe, Riley Bennett, and Joe Spahn.  Well-played game by both squads!
Red Sox 14 vs. Tigers 11 (5/21): The Red Sox hold on late to defeat the Tigers 14-11. The Tigers started the game with two quick outs, but then quickly put 3 runs on the board to take an early lead with Bradford, Nails, and E. West scoring. The Red Sox put 3 on the board in the bottom of the first with Loviscek, Chinn and Goodwin scoring. The Red Sox then cranked up the defense allowing only 2 Tiger runs over the next four innings. M. Sermersheim made several nice plays at first for the Red Sox. The middle of the order for the Red Sox did some damage in the third, scoring 4 runs. Chinn, Goodwin, Lengacher and Wasson crossed the plate in the 3rd. The Tigers blanked the Red Sox in the 4th to set up an exciting last couple of innings. The Red Sox maxed out with 5 runs in the bottom of the fifth getting contributions from the bottom and top of the line-up. The Tigers came up in the top of the sixth down 14-5 with the top of their line up and blasted a barrage of hits scoring 6 before the Red Sox could stop them. Tigers stand-outs were Nails and E. West. Both going 3-3 and scoring 3 times each. Red Sox stand-outs were Chinn (3-4, scored 2), Goodwin (2-3, scored 2), Lengacher (3-3, scored 1) and Sermersheim (3-4, scored 1 and nice defense at first base all game). Great game by both teams with an exciting ending.
Cubs 11 vs. White Sox 2 (5/21): A well balanced offensive attack and some tough defense lead the Cubs to victory over the White Sox 11-2.  For the first time this season every Cubs batter had at least 1 hit and 9 different players scored.  Payton Moulder led the offensive onslaught going 4-4 with a 3 run homer.  Defensively, Daulton James at 2nd and Jaden Lawrence at 3rd each made nice catches on pop ups.  Jacob Rumsey at short had 6 assists and 4 put outs.  The game ended on a pop up to Moulder at 1st, making the catch and firing the ball to Rumsey covering 2nd to double off a base runner.  Once again there was a super catch made by the Cubs opponent in leftfield.  This time it was Saxon Marlowe making a great catch on a deep fly off the bat of Rumsey.  GREAT CATCH SAXON!!! and good job White Sox.

Diamondbacks 19 vs. Nationals 4 (5/20): Diamondbacks come out swinging on a friday night with some big bats to beat the nationals 19 to 4 . Every player hit the ball with only 4 Ks the whole game . big hitters Aidan Borowicz, Conner Syster, Colton Utley and Jared Osborn had there best game at bat this season. On defense the boys had there best game of the season with timely stops by Levi Sturm , Conner Syster and a big centerfield catch by Tanner Cowart.  The nationals played a good game with big hits in the first inning by Sam ,Cooper and Carson . Would like to thank the nationals for a great game.
Giants 20 vs. Yankees 17 (5/20): The Giants had their best offensive and worst defensive performances of the year edging the Yanks 20 to 17 on a perfect Friday night. The gloves were ice cold but the bats remained blazing hot as the Giants scored in every inning including maxing out at five runs three different times. Dakota Yates, Ethan Depinet, Alex Ayers had homers but Aylas Connell stole the show by hitting for the cycle (1B, 2B, 3B & HR). Nikalos Joiner and Liam West also went 3 for 4. Jacob Malicoat received the game ball for going 3 for 3 and making a nice play in the outfield. Go Giants!!!
Tigers 14 vs. Yankees 6 (5/19): The Tigers offense continues to roll, posting its' second consecutive 14 spot while fending off a gutsy Yankees squad, 14-6.  Will Keeling had perhaps his finest day at the plate, collecting 3 solid hits and 2 RBI's.   Joining Mr. Keeling in the Tiger hit parade was Blane Bradford (3 hits), Josh Nail (3 hits), Evan and Owen West (3 hits each) and Matthew Dearborn (2 hits).  The Yankees received strong performances from Dominic Pugliese (3 hits), Colton Roberts (3 hits), JC Anderson (3 hits) and got nifty glove work from Frank Slover and Dylan Ping.  The Tigers defense received strong outings from Cray Dolder, Dylan Whitlock and Dale Sailors.  Great game by both teams!

Cubs 6 vs. Red Sox 4 (5/18): Cubs snap the Red Sox's 5 game win streak 6-4.  Once again, defensive prevailed in this matchup.  The Cubs got 3 in the 1st and 3 more in the 3rd to take a 6-0 lead. The Red Sox answered with 3 of their own in the top of the 4th.  In the top of the 6th, the Red Sox had runners at 1st and 2nd with no outs and had already scored once in the inning when Cubs 1st baseman, Payton Moulder, caught a pop up and was able to double off the runner at 1st.  The next batter grounded out to end the threat and the game.  Shout outs go to Jacob Hauser going 2-2 and Daulton James 2-3 with 2 runs scored.  A BIG shout out goes to the Red Soxs' Tommy Goodwin for making a great catch in leftfield on a Payton Moulder deep fly.  A well played game by all.
Giants 11 vs. Diamondbacks 3 (5/17): On a chilly night, the Giants came out red hot, shutting down the D-Backs 11-3.  The Giants posted, a now traditional, five runs in the first inning.  The defense was nothing but perfect led by Johnathon Linson, Aylas Connell and Alex Ayers.  The hitting was once again consistent from top to the bottom with hits being generated from everyone.   Jacob Malicoat had a very impressive hit which ended up in left field and Alex Ayers continued to hit well by going 4 for 4 with another homer.  Evan Elgan, Liam West and Jack Delvin also had several hits that started a big 3rd inning to literally close out the game early.  Aylas Connell received the game ball for his great play at 2nd base and his hitting over the past three games.  Go Giants!!!   
Nationals 10 vs. White Sox 9 (5/16): The Nationals rally in the bottom of the 6th inning (again) and score 2 runs with no outs to defeat the White Sox 10 to 9.  This game was back-and-forth from the beginning and consisted of several lead changes.  The White Sox came out with hot bats in the top of the 1st inning with 5 straight hits from Jackson Rude, Saxson Marlowe, Riley Bennett, Skylar Marlowe, and Jace Mohr that resulted in 3 runs.  The top 4 batters in the White Sox lineup went a combined 12 for 12 and scored all 9 of the White Sox runs.  The Nationals also had hot bats at the top of the lineup, but had big contributions from top to bottom.  The Nationals offense was led by Nick Smith going 4 for 4 and scoring 3 runs, including the game-winning run.  Sam Goodin (3 for 4), Cooper Rockwell (3 for 4, 2 runs scored), Carson Rockwell (2 for 2, 2 runs scored), Keagan Williams (4 for 4, game-winning RBI), Nolan Canada (1 for 2, 3 RBI’s), and Justus Mendenhall (2 for 3, 2 runs scored) all had big nights.  The difference in the game was the Nationals constantly put pressure on the defense by putting the ball into play and only had 1 strikeout vs. 14 for the White Sox.  Great team effort by both teams.
Giants 10 vs. Nationals 4 (5/14): The Giants ended their three game losing streak against the Nationals on Saturday.  Like in so many other games this year, we put five runs up in the first inning without anyone getting out.  The top of the lineup consisting of Dakota Yates, Alyas Connell, Ethan Depinet, Alex Ayers and Nikolas Joiner were a combined 12 of 15 with 10 runs and 8 RBI’s.  Evan Elgan and Jack Devlin also had key hits driving in runs.  Although the Offense was good, the defense stole the show with great performances from nearly everyone on the team.  Johnathon Linson was automatic at pitchers helper, putting away five National hitters.  Alex Ayers was given the game ball for hitting his 5th HR of the season and playing nearly perfect at 1B.  The Giants were truly “Loud and Proud”!  Go Giants! 

Cubs 11 vs. Yankees 4 (5/14): Cubs continue their winning ways by dropping the Yankees 11-4.  The Cubs came out of the box early getting 4 in the 1st and added 5 more in the 5th to take an 11-0 lead before the Yankees got on the board in their half of the 5th.  The Cubs played stellar defense and the offense was led by Johnson, Moulder, and Rumsey all going 3-3, while Jaden Lawrence and Isaac Joiner went 2-3.  Ben Yeter led the Yankees going 3-3.
Red Sox 10 vs. White Sox 8 (5/13): The Red Sox take down the White Sox in a tight one 10-8.  The White Sox scored a run in the top of the first on a Skylar Marlowe rocket that scored Riley Bennett.  The Red Sox put three on the board in the bottom of the first with nice hits by Jake Harris, Mason Sermersheim, Mason Loviscek (3-3, scored 3 runs) and Nick Chinn (2-3, 3 RBI).  Makaylee Wasson scored for the Red Sox in the second giving them a 4-1 lead.  The White Sox heated up in the third inning scoring four with Joe Spahn, Jackson Rude, Riley Bennett and Skylar Marlowe all crossing the plate, giving the White Sox a 5-4 lead.  That lead was short-lived as the Red Sox put four of their own on the board in the bottom of the fourth.  Scoring were middle of the order hitters Mason Loviscek, Tommy Goodwin, Gavin Lengacher, and Kennedy Gordon.  The Red Sox defense blanked the White Sox in the next two innings. However, the White Sox would make it interesting by scoring three in the top of the sixth.  It wasn't enough as the Red Sox take a close one.  Great game by both teams.
Diamondbacks 15 vs. Tigers 14 (5/13): Dbacks hold out a late charge by the Tigers to win 15 to 14 . All the boys on the team put there bat on the ball with few strike outs. Big hits from Carter Craig , Colton Utley, Tanner Cowart and Jared Osborn helped knock in several runs. The Tigers had a big 6th inning run but fell a little short . Great game Tigers
Tigers 10 vs Giants 6 (5/12): Dale Sailors had his best day at the plate in a Tiger uniform, going 3 for 3 with 2 runs scored, leading the Tigers to a 10-6 victory over the Giants.  The Tigers slept walked through the first 3 frames, and found themselves trailing a fired up and capable Giant squad, who were led by 2-hit days from Ethan Depinet, Dakota Yates and Alex Ayers and a 3-hit game from Alyas “A-Dog” Connell.  In the top of the 5th, the Tiger offense finally found traction and posted a 5 spot, with timely hitting from Zach Ingalls, Cam VanDerGoore, Josh Nail and Owen and Evan West.  Once in the lead, the Tigers never looked back.  Great game by both teams…
White Sox 10 vs Giants 7 (5/12): As the sun set and the lights came on the White Sox pulled it all together in extra innings to come up with victory number 3.  Strong defense on both sides kept the game tight all the way.   A double play from Saxon Marlowe in the 5th inning and another double play from Skyler Marlowe in the 7th kept the White Sox in the game.  Then the bats came to life.  Great hits from Jacob Leroux, Zach Eastman, Zach Cravens put the Sox up by three.  Riley Bennett would go 4 for 4 scoring each time up. Both teams played very hard and should be proud of themselves.  Great game!!!
Cubs 12 vs. Diamondbacks 5 (5/11): Cubs get some timely hitting and fielding to knock off the Diamondbacks 12-5.  Trailing 5-3 after 2 innings the Cubs infield of Payton Moulder, Dalton James, Sawyer Johnson, Jacob Rumsey, and Jaden Lawrence filling in at 3rd for the absent Logan Smith, hold the D-backs scoreless the rest of the way.  The Cubs added 2 in the top of the 3rd to tie and 1 more in the 5th to take the lead, but it was a Jackson Miller bases loaded triple in the top of the 6th that fueled a 6 run inning and a victory.  Jaden Lawrence records the last out of the game fielding a pop up.  Miller gets the game ball for his 5 RBI game.  The D-backs once again hit the ball very well, only 4 KOs as a team, and were led by Alex Covey going 3-3. 
Red Sox 7 vs. Nationals 6 (5/10): The Red Sox nip the Nationals 7-6.  The Red Sox (now winners of four in a row) started out great, scoring 3 runs in the top of the first and batting through eight players.  Scoring were Jake H., Mason S. and Mason L.  The Nationals came back with a run of their own in the bottom of the first.  Neither team scored in the 2nd.  Then the Nationals put 3 on the board in the bottom of the third to take a 4-3 lead.  The Red Sox didn't score again until the fifth when they put 3 on the board thanks to some nifty base running by Kennedy G.  Scoring in the fifth were Mason L., Kennedy G. and Nick C.  The Nationals came up in the bottom of the fifth and put two on the board thanks to Carson R and Nick S.  Both Carson and Nick scored two runs for the Nationals.  The game was tied going into the sixth.  The Red Sox only managed 1 run and stranded two on base in the top of the sixth.  Defense prevailed in the end as the Nationals went 3 up, 3 down in the bottom of the sixth to end the game. Great job by both teams.
Yankees 12 vs. White Sox 9 (5/9): Yankees pick up their 2nd win Monday night against the White Sox.  Very solid effort from both teams which led to 2 extra innings.  The kids broke out the big bats in the bottom of the 8th inning and scored 3 runs and played solid defense to end it.  The final score was 12-9.  Jimmy Hollaway, Dominique Pugleise, and Brayden Durbin had solid batting efforts with 2 R.B.I.s a piece.  Other notables at the plate were J.C. Anderson, Trey Cook, and Wyatt Deatley.  Game winning RBI came from Brayden Durbin in the top of the 8th.  Great effort from both teams
Yankees vs. Diamondbacks (5/7): The Yankees finally picked up their first win in a very close game with the Diamondbacks.  The game went neck to neck the entir time and was foreced into extra innings.  Jimmy Hollaway, Frank Slover and Jake Bennett reached base every time.  Also, for the first time, every player got a hit and reached base.  The defense really picked up in the 3rd inning with flyballs caught by Colton Roberts and Jimmy Hollaway.
Red Sox 10 vs. Giants 0 (5/7): The Red Sox take advantage of Giants cold bats for 10-0 victory.  On a day when the bats for the Giants were uncharacteristically quiet the Red Sox had all but two players score.  The Red Sox came out hot right from the beginning scoring 3 runs in the first (Mason S., Mason L., and Kennedy G. scored).  Innings two, three, four and five were quiet as both teams failed to score...until Gavin L. hit an inside-the-park home run in the top of the fifth giving the Red Sox a 4-0 lead going into the 6th. The Red Sox exploded for 6 runs in the top of the sixth to open a big lead.  The sixth inning got started off by Jathan M. and Jack L. getting on base and scoring on hits by Mason S. and Mason L. The dagger came on a bases loaded triple by Nick C. that cleared the bases. Great job to all. 
Tigers 6 vs. White Sox 3 (5/7): The Tigers respond with a strong effort after their first loss of the season by defeating the White Sox by a score of 6-3.  The game was tied 3 to 3 going into the top of the 6th, and the Tigers prospects for victory were looking grim, having had their first two batters strike out in their half of the inning.  With the game on the line, the Tigers looked to their leadoff man, Zach Ingalls to spark a rally…and spark a rally he did.  Ingalls laced a single, and was followed by base knocks from Cam VanDerGoore, Blane Bradford, Josh Nail and Evan West, which plated 3 runs.  The White Sox threatened in their half of the inning, but a potential big inning was thwarted by a fantastic play on the 3rd out by Owen West.  The White Sox got 2-hit days from Skylar Marlowe, Jace Mohr and Kaeden Wilson.  Marlowe also made several fine plays at short, and Riley Bennett chipped in a couple of “Web Gems” at 3rd.  Great game by both teams!
Cubs 10 vs. Nationals 3 (5/7): Cubs take care of Nationals 10-3.  The top of the Cubs lineup: Johnson, Moulder, Smith and Rumsey go a combined 12-12 with 9 runs scored to fuel the offense.  Some stout defensive by Smith at 3rd and Daulton James at 2nd stopped the Nationals from getting a big inning going.  Jacob Hauser continues to hit the ball well going 2-2 with a run scored.  The Nationals were led by Carson and Cooper Rockwell, Nick Smith, and Sam Goodin all going 2-3.
Cubs 12 vs. Diamondbacks 11 (5/6): The Cubs and Diamondbacks finally get their opening day game in, with the Cubs winning a barn burner 12-11.  Trailing 11-10 with 2 outs in the bottom of the sixth, Sawyer Johnson singles to start a rally.  Payton Moulder follows with a single of his own, moving Johnson to 2nd.  Logan Smith gets a single that scores Johnson to tie the game and Jacob Rumsey delivers the game winner with a double scoring Moulder.  The Diamondbacks hit the ball very well, only having 2 strikeouts as a team, while the Cubs had some key hits from the bottom of their order namely Isaac Joiner and Jacob Hauser, both going 2-3 and each scoring a run.  
Nationals 9 vs. Yankees 8 (5/5): The “Cardiac Kids” do it again and rally in the bottom of the 6th inning to defeat a solid Yankees club and improve to 3-3.  All 3 wins have come in the 6th inning.  The Yankees were leading 8-6 going into the bottom of the 6th inning, with the Nationals having their 7th, 8th, 9th, and 10th batters coming up.  Dalton Mendenhall started the inning off with a single and then with some good base running he was able to score on a hit by twin brother, Justus Mendenhall.  Carson Rockwell then drove a pitch to the outfield and ended up with a double, scoring Justus Mendenhall from first base.  Sam Goodin then stepped up and delivered a 2-out single that allowed Carson Rockwell to score from second base.  Justus Mendenhall was awarded the game ball for scoring the tying run and going 2-3 at the plate.  Carson Rockwell led the offense going 3-4, while Sam Goodin and Dalton Mendenhall both went 2-3.  The Yankees had the bats going early scoring 3 runs in the top of the 1st inning and then having a 4-run 3rd inning.  The hot hitters for the Yankees were Frank Slover, Jimmy Hollaway, Ben Yetter, Trey Cook, Dylan Ping, Jake Bennett, and Dominic Pugliese.  The Nationals defense held the Yankees scoreless in the last 3 innings.  Great job by both teams.
Cubs 16 vs. Tigers 9 (5/4): The Cubs got back on the winning track by beating the undefeated Tigers 16 - 9.  It was the most runs scored by the Cubs this year as the bats came alive.  Leading 16 - 4 going into the bottom of the 6th, the defense was able to hold off a late charge by the Tigers.  Moulder, Rumsey, and Smith all went 4-4.  Jaden Lawrence showed his power going 2-4 with a double and a triple, while Zach Parker was named player of the game going 2-3 with 2 runs scored. 

Red Sox 9 vs. Diamondbacks 7 (5/3): Red Sox take down Dbacks 9-7. Both teams failed to score in the first two innings thanks to great defense.  The Red Sox combination of Mason Loviscek and Gavin Lengacher even turned an awesome double-play.  Finally in the top of third, the Dbacks put a run on the board to take the lead.  The Red Sox bats came to life in the bottom of the third and they were able to put 3 runs on the board.  Jake Harris, Mason Loviscek and Gavin Lengacher all scored in the third.  The Dbacks came right back in the top of the fourth and scored 3 of their own with Tanner Cowart, Garrett Osborne and Jared Osborn scoring.  The bottom of the fourth saw the Red Sox bottom of the order come up big.  MaKaylee Wasson and Cody Chappell came up with nice hits and the Red Sox put 5 more runs on the board.  Tommy Goodwin scored for the Red Sox in the bottom of the fifth giving them a big enough lead to withstand 2 runs in the top of the sixth by the Dbacks. Red Sox standouts were Jake Harris (3 for 3, scored twice), Mason Loviscek (3 for 3, scored twice), Gavin Lengacher (2 for 3, scored twice) and Nick Chinn (3 for 3, two doubles and a single). Great job by both teams.

Diamondbacks 8 vs. White Sox 3 (4/30): The Diamondbacks pull out their first win of the season 8 to 3 over the White Sox in a hard fought game by both teams.  Good team defense held the hard fighting White Sox to 0 runs in the 5th and 6th innings.  The Diamondbacks swung their bats very well as they continue to improve each and every game.  Thanks to Mark Osborn for stepping in as pitcher in Scott Osborne's absence.
Giants 10 vs. Cubs 4 (4/30): This was the first big test of the year for the Giants facing off against their rival, undefeated, and evil Cubs.  Tension was broken early when the Giants, once again, posted a five run first inning.  Big hits and runs driven in by Jonathon Linson, Evan Elgan and Jack Devlin helped with the early lead in the1st inning.  The Giants followed-up with a four run 3rd inning, essentially putting away the game early.  Alex Ayers, the anchor of the defense at first base for the Giants, was just as good at the plate going 3 for 3 with two homers.  Evan Elgan had a break out game and received the game ball after going 3 for 3 with two runs knocked in.  The Giants offense has posted ten or more runs in their past 4 games, all wins.
Red Sox 10 vs. Yankees 9 (4/30): Red Sox nip Yankees 10-9. On a rare dry day the Red Sox and Yankees got together for a great game. The Red Sox started slow scoring only 1 run in the top of the first. On the flip side the Yankees bats came out hot scoring 4 in the bottom of the first with nice hits by Dominic Pugliese, Dylan Ping and a monster hit by Jimmy Hollaway.  The Red Sox bats got going in the third scoring 4 with nice hits by Mason Sermersheim, Jake Harris, Mason Loviscek and Nick Chinn.  After the Yankees score 3 more in their half of the third, we knew this was going to be a close game.  Down only two going into the bottom of the 6th, Ben Yetter hit an inside the park home run for the Yankees to cut the lead to only one. However in the end, the Red Sox came up with great defense by giving up only 2 runs in the last three innings to secure the win. Great job by both teams.
Tigers 8 vs. Nationals 7 (4/30): The Tigers donned the rally caps and channeled their inner ’86 Mets by scoring 3 times in the bottom of the 6th to steal a victory from the Nationals.  The Nationals put 3 across the plate to take a 7-5 lead in the top of the 6th, fueled by clutch hits from Nick “Smitty” Smith, Cooper Rockwell, Nolan Canada and Dalton Mendenhall.  In the bottom of the frame, Zach Ingalls led things off for the Tigers with a gutty infield single.  Two batters later, Blane Bradford delivered and scored Ingalls.  Josh Nail followed with a hit, which set the stage for Evan West.  With runners on 2nd and 3rd with one out, West stroked a liner to the outfield, scoring both runners and giving the Tigers the “W”.  
Giants 10 vs. Yankees 6 (4/29): The make-up rain date on a beautiful Friday night started with the Giants coming out strong, posting a five run first inning lead without even getting an out.  The Giant defense was solid with good performances by both Alex Ayers and Nikolas Joiner.  This was a good team win with everyone doing their job to get it done.  The game ball was given to Nikolas Joiner who went 4-4 with two runs scored.  Jimmy Hollaway, Colton Roberts and Dylan Ping (who took a baseball in his face) led the way for the Yankees.
Tigers 7 vs. Red Sox 5 (4/28): Josh Nail carried the load offensively, and Cam VanDerGoore flashed the glove defensively, pacing the Tigers to a 7-5 victory over a game Red Sox squad.  Nail delivered a 2-run triple in the first, and another run-scoring triple in the 3rd.  VanDerGoore made solid plays at second on all 3 outs in the Red Sox first, and snuffed out a bases loaded threat in the 3rd.  Blane Bradford chipped in 2 hits for the Tigers, as did Zach Ingalls, Owen West.  Evan West supplied 2 key RBI’s, as well.  The Red Sox were forced to play shorthanded, but gave the Tigers all they could handle. Nick Chinn went 3 for 4, including a laser beam to the left center gap, and the Red Sox also received strong offensive performances from Gavin Lengacher, Mason Sermersheim and Jacob Harris (who also shined defensively).  Mason Loviscek delivered a “web gem” in the Tigers half of the 5th, making a great play on a Josh Nail fly ball.  Great game by all…
Nationals 10 vs. Diamondbacks 9 (4/26): The Nationals scored 4 runs in the bottom of the 6th inning with 2 outs to defeat the Diamondbacks.  Carson Rockwell went 4-4 and scored 4 runs to lead the Nationals’ offense.  Nick Smith went 4-4 at the plate, scoring 2 runs, including the game-tying run on a close call at the plate.  Sam Goodin went 2-4 and delivered the game-winning RBI.  Cooper Rockwell went 2-4 and had the game-tying triple and then ended up scoring the winning run.  The Nationals also had hits from Keagan Williams, Nolan Canada, Gabe Plummer, and Dalton Mendenhall.  The Diamondbacks were making great plays in the field all night.  They were led by Carter Craig and Tanner Cowart going 3-3 at the plate.  Great game and great effort by all of the kids.
Cubs 8 vs. White Sox 7 (4/25): Cubs knock off White Sox 8-7 in a very competitive game. The Sox got 4 in the 2nd with a rally started by Skyler Marlowe to take a 4-2 lead, only to have the Cubs answer with 4 of their own in the bottom of the 3rd.  The Cubs defense was superb in the 3rd and 4th getting the Sox to go 3 up 3 down and only 4 batters in the 5th.  The Cubs got 2 more runs in the bottom of the 4th with a 2 out rally started by a Sawyer Johnson single, followed by a Payton Moulder double, and a Logan Smith single.  The Sox got 3 more in the top of the 6th to make it interesting before the Cubs could get the 3rd out. 

Tigers 8 vs. Yankees 4 (4/23): The Tigers used a late 5 run 5th inning to move past a gritty Yankee club by the score of 8 to 4.  The game was a tight affair all the way through, with both defenses making several great plays.  Dylan Ping looked like a young George Brett at 3B for the Yankees, while Josh Nail conjured thoughts of Ozzie Smith at Pitcher’s Helper for the Tigers.  Offensively, the Tigers were led by Ethan Dolder, Zach Ingalls and Will Keeling (2 hits each).  The Yankees received strong games with the stick from Jimmy Holloway, Brayden Durbin and Frank Slover (2 hits each).  Great game by both teams, as the final score does not reflect how close the game was. 

Cubs 4 vs. Red Sox 2 (4/23): Cubs win a defensive battle with the Red Sox 4-2.  The Cubs jumped out to a 2-0 lead in the top of the first on a 2 run double by Jacob Rumsey, then added one more in the 2nd on a nice hit by Jacob Hauser.  The Red Sox answered  with two of their own in the bottom of the 2nd led by back to back doubles by Nick Chinn and Gavin Lengacher, but left the bases loaded when Cubs second baseman, Dalton James, makes a nice play to get out of the inning. The Cubs would add one more in the top of the 3rd.  That's when the defensive for both teams took over.  The Red Sox only managed two hits the last 4 innings, while the Cubs go 3 up 3 down in the 4th, 5th, and 6th.  Defensively, Payton Moulder turns in another good game at first, while Sawyer Johnson continues to impress playing pitchers helper.  Rumsey was solid at short, but it was James at second who was the difference maker on several occasions.  Good job Daniel Sturm getting a double for his first hit of the season.
White Sox 4 vs. Nationals 3 (4/23): It was a very strong defensive day for both teams.  Riley Bennett again had strong hits with a triple in the 5th inning to give the Sox a three run lead going into the 6th inning.  The Nationals would not go down without a fight scoring two runs in the last inning,  but the White Sox came up with some tough defense from Jackson Rude, Michael Carter, Skyler Marlowe and Riley Bennett to close out the game and get win number two.  Both Teams should be very proud of playing such a tight and tough game.  Great job boys!!! 

Giants 14 vs. Diamondbacks 6 (4/23): The Giants home opener started with the D-Backs posting a four run first inning.  The Giants answered by posting five run innings in the 1st and 2nd.  Big plays by both Aylas Connell and Johnathon Linson stiffened the Giant defense by completely shutting out the D-Backs in the 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 6th innings.  The Giants scored in all five innings and were led by L. West, E. Elgan, L. George, N. Joiner, E. Depinet and A. Ayers who batted perfect on the day.  Dakota Yates was awarded the game ball for going 3 for 4 with 3 runs scored leading off and playing center field for the Giants.

Cubs 9 vs. Yankees 4 (Thursday: 4/21): After an opening day rain out, the Cubs and Yankees were finally able to start their season in which the Cubs prevailed 9 to 4.  After giving up 3 runs in the top of the 1st inning, the Cubs defense led by Logan Smith, Sawyer Johnson, Payton Moulder and Jacob Rumsey, held the Yankees to only one more run the rest of the way.  The Cubs came back in the bottom of the 1st inning with a 2 out 3 run rally to tie the game and pushed ahead in the 3rd with another 3 runs.  An insurance run was added in the 4th inning and 2 more were added in the 5th, which sealed the deal.  Swinging hot bats for the Cubs were Payton Moulder, Jacob Rumsey, Logan Smith and Jaden Lawrence, all going 3 for 3 on the day.  Jaden had a HR, triple and a single.  Sawyer went 2 for 4 with a run scored and Jackson Miller went 1 for 3 and scored a run.  Dominic Pugliese led the attack for the Yankees going 3 for 3 with 2 runs scored.

White Sox 12 vs. Yankees 3 (Saturday: 4/16 & Thursday: 4/21): The White Sox finished a game Thursday after a five day rain delay.  The White Sox got off to a good start last Saturday in the not so great baseball weather.  After three innings the weather was just too much and the game was called.  Thursday night was the night to finish, The White Sox started off right where they left off with the bats.  Riley Bennett hit a two run home run, and strong hitting from the entire line up helped put the White Sox out to a good lead.  At the end of the 6th the White Sox were up 12 to 3 and took their first victory.  Good job by both teams!

Tigers 15 vs. Diamondbacks 2 (Wednesday: 4/20): Evan West and Cam VanDerGoore chipped in 4 hits a piece while spearheading a red hot Tigers offense to a 15 to 2 victory over the Diamondbacks.  The Tigers struck early and often, getting strong offensive performances from Owen West (3 hits), Dale Sailors (3 hits), Ethan Dolder (2 hits) and Blane Bradford (2 hits).  Josh Nail turned in several fantastic plays on defense and the Tigers' "D" also turned an awesome triple play.  The Diamondbacks, playing their first game of the season, were hamstrung by missing several key players, but showed they will be a team to be reckoned with, as they made several fine defensive plays during the game.  The Diamondbacks were led offensively by Carter Craig, Jared Osborn and Garrett Osborne.

Giants 12 vs. Nationals 10 (Tuesday: 4/19): The Giants came out hot with the bats and great with the gloves, taking an early lead 8 - 2 against the Nationals.  Led by Alyas Connell (4 for 4), Alex Ayers (3 for 4), Jack Devlin (2 for 3), Nikolas Joiner (2 for 3) and Johnathon Linson (2 for 3).  The Nationals made a 6th inning rally started by the 9, 10 and 11 hitters, but fell just short of upsetting the Giants.  The Rockwell twins scored 5 of the Nationals' runs.  Ethan Depinet was awarded the game ball for the Giants as a result of his great fielding, going 3 for 4 at the plate, with 2 runs, 3 RBI's and a big in the park home run.

Red Sox 15 vs. White Sox 10 (Monday: 4/18): The Red Sox got off to a quick start by scoring 3 runs in the 1st inning.  The White Sox responded with 4 of their own in the bottom half of the same inning to take an early lead.  The Red Sox bats woke back up in the 3rd inning thanks to key hits by the top of the line-up and a big 3-run HR by Nick Chinn.  The Red Sox turned up the defensive heat keeping the White Sox scoreless for the 3rd and 4th innings.  Hits by Mason Mermersheim, Jake Harris, Mason Loviscek and Nick Chinn led to a 5 run 5th inning to give the Red Sox a big lead.  The White Sox would then battle back with key hits and a HR by Skylar Marlowe, giving the White Sox a 5 run bottom of the 5th inning.  The bottom of the line-up for the Red Sox stepped up big in the top of the 6th inning giving the Red Sox some insurance runs.  Gavin Lengacher, Cody Chappell and Jathan Maners all reached base, which gave Makaylee Wasson and Jack Lengerich the opportunity for key RBIs.  Great job by both teams!

Tigers 8 vs. Giants 3 (Saturday: 4/16): A capacity crowd at Lions Club Park braved less than ideal conditions to watch the Tigers defeat the Giants by a score of 8 to 3.  The Giants jumped out to an early lead with a run in the top of the first, but the Tigers were able to answer with 2 of their own in the bottom half, paced by key hits from Owen West and Josh Nail.  Further damage was prevented that inning by great defensive plays from the Giants' Ethan Depinet and Alyas Connell.  The game would remain tight until the Tigers' bats sprung to life in the bottom of the 5th.  Cam VanDerGoore led off the inning with a single, and was knocked home by Blane Bradford's triple.  The Tigers would go on to score 4 in the inning to put the game out of reach.  Evan West was Player of the Game for the Tigers, going 3 for 3 with 2 runs scored and 3 RBI’s.  Both teams showed a great deal of grit and composure playing in brutal conditions for football, much less baseball.  Great job by all…

Nationals 9 vs. Red Sox 4  (Saturday: 4/16): The Nationals scored 7 runs in the top of the 6th inning and batted through the order to earn a come-from-behind victory over the Red Sox 9 to 4.  For the Nationals, Nick Smith went 3 for 3 at the plate and scored 3 runs.  Cooper Rockwell went 2 for 3 and made a great double play on defense.  The Red Sox had solid offensive efforts from Jacob Harris and Gavin Lengacher, both going 3 for 3.  Special thanks goes out to Bill Syester, Scott Osborne and several player's dads who volunteered their time to get the muddy field ready for play.
